GENERAL  PROSE WRITERS
book its title, and m the "Prolegomena53 which precedes the lecture The cosmic process was, in the main, one of relentless struggle, but not necessarily of individual struggle, there are insect and animal polities as well as human ones But beyond this, in man, there was the ethical process, opposed to the cosmic process, and always making inroads upon it Man must subdue, in society, the qualities of the ape and tiger which originally made for his survival Huxley, in fact, was a humanist, but he accepted Rousseauish doctrines of noble savagery as little as he did those of original sin and the fall of man He derrves from Hobbes and Descartes through Hartley Sentimentalists always hate Huxlev, anti-mtellec-tuahsts despise him But the Newmans and Huxleys of this world honour each other as foes strangely fighting in the same cause, the happiness, the dignity, and the mental integrity of mankind
Neither Newman nor Huxley was primarily concerned with e'literature", they emerged from their spheres to take their place as artists, and we can now return to those who figure as professional men of letters Pater is the most significant of the later ones, and stands in the popular eye as the great exponent of the "aesthetic" doctrine, the "art for art's sake" school The movement is now regarded with tolerant contempt, but fundamentally it was sound, though its slogan, like most slogans, overstated the case The doctrine merely is that though art may be ultimately concerned with morals, religion, and politics, and is finally to be judged in relation to a manner of living, it is itself autonomous, deals with a different grouping of emotions and has a different approach. The movement, however, became somewhat flabby and sickly; it became too much a yearning after "beauty" (Rossetti is perhaps a little to blame for this), n was fascinated by malady in both the physical and the moral sense. There is a good deal of the greenery-yallery about it, the , somewhat verdignsed languor of certain pre-Raphaelite windows, and it ended in the macabre of Aubrey Beardsley It became distorted by the amorahsts and, flaunted in the nineties, died out in the first decade of the new century, except perhaps in the more enduring person of Mr Arthur